In 1951, a young entrepreneur
and his wife opened a diner
in Des Plaines with the hopes
that they could operate a
successful business that would
be an entertaining experience
for all ages.

They were James Ballowe

and his wife Marilyn, and the
diner was the Choo-Choo
Restaurant. As James Ballowe
once said, “Trains go fast,
and that’s how we wanted
our customers to be served.”

JAMES BALLOWE, ORIGINAL OWNER

The diner quickly became a
source of popularity among
adults and children alike.

The idea for the Choo-Choo
style of restaurant was
conceived by younger brother

Roy Ballowe, while a soldier

in the Philippines. The rations
served were less than ideal,
and Ballowe dreamed of the
kinds of food he’d like to
have. After a
complaint by a
fellow soldier
who was tired of
the “grawy train,”
the idea began
to further take
shape in Roy
Ballowes mind.
“Gravy train,”
thought the
young Private. “Why not serve
hamburgers on a model train?
Kids love both of ‘em.”

The opening of another
hamburger joint a few blocks
away by a Mr. Ray Kroc did
little to dissolve the Ballowes’
excitement. James Ballowe
was just sure that he would
be able to beat out the
hamburger joint dubbed
McDonald’s, because of the
novelty of the train. He also
donned the proper attire: an
engineer’s cap, red bandanna
around his neck, and a
whistle he would blow whenever
he sent the train around. And

CHOO-CHOO’s ON MINER

according to Marilyn, Ray Kroc
didn’t think his restaurant
would surpass the business
the Ballowes’ were getting.
He even paid the Ballowes’
a visit and reassured
them that his
restaurant would

be no competition.
He told them, “I don’t
have a place for
people to sit down.”

James and Marilyn
Ballowe owned the
diner for 25 years,
before James retired at age
68. Marilyn is happy to see
the diner she and her husband
created back in business.
Says Marilyn, “I’'m getting
to enjoy it all over again.”
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Our turgers are made of USDA ground chuck. We cook cur burgers the ald
fashioned way. We start with a large scoop of fresh meat an the grill, press
it §lat and cook it until it has just the right amount of delicate crispiness
around the edges. Served on a toasted bun.

THE CHOO-CHOO 31resh Lettuce, tamata, fpickle ......ccverenuesunsenunsunsennens $5.65

THE DAIRY CAR (Cheese Burger)

Fnesh lettuce, tomato., pickle, with a slice of Amenrican cheese .............. $6.75

THE CHOO-CHOO DOUBLE Ouer a half pound.

meﬁpat&u M&mmmm& .................................. $6.95
.......................................................................... ST.45

THE VEGGlE BURGER

Fnesh lettuce, tomato., pickle, and honey mustard ........cceeeeeernvennnennen. $5.65

EXTRAS

Bocain. [ 2 $UBEL ) covesarmummssmmsmmamurnsmin s e s s e wa s s sy S .95

Raiw Onionih. covamnssvnmisisivnssomivomsinmmnmmmvnimssisissis ree

SRRl BB sanainiviins vt st e R e B o b S I Gnee

oL SANDWICHES
BREAST OF CHICKEN ‘iny, chicken &:::t :: f:aamd bun

with resh Lettuce,tomato. & MAYORNGIAE ...cceuvirsreeesreesvisnissanesseessanennes $6.95
UL BOCORE QUL oo eeervarnesresssrorsssonssassssraonsnssnssssesnnonnstsssonsnessnsasansonessusaseand S .95
GRILLED HAM & CHEESE

Pliced premium ham with American cheese......neennersnsersvrsessersuvessssuesaens $5.95
SRILLED CHEERE .. oviiivimeiiiimnmmsiinmi sl b i o S4.55
EGG SALAD SANDWICH

Homemade, just like mom used to. make. Piled Righ .......cuvveveeiveennnennee $5.35
1/4 Ib. PURE BEEF CHICAGO HOT DOG

A really big pone beef Aol dog .uomsmmmaasassammomisosvssisommesses $4.95
FRANCHEESIE Ouxr 1/426. hotdag stuffed with American Cheese

and wrapped with our extra hick bacor......ccvvvvueeeeirieissssuvneesiesissssnnnns $6.25
CHILI DOG A pure beef hat dog

served with our homemade twikey chill 6r Loy cuneeenriinreiiniesnieninerirennen $5.95
BACON, LETTUCE & TOMATO Oux special cut of thick sliced bacan,
Wdc/u}bpﬂwﬁeattm,wmm&rrmymm .................................... $6.25
SLOPPY JOE ooc.coniiionnsisasianin sassass ssss i s sisasmsss s sams s manas $5.65

We reserve the right to. refuse seruice to anyone. Sales tax will be added on all items.
An 18% gratuity may be added to. parties of 6 or more.

- KIDS MEALS ON WHEELS!

For kids age 10 and under. No. exceptions please!

KID'S HOT DOG Frics and small dhit....euveeeeeeeneereseereereereessensenson. $4.40
KID'S BURGER Dics and small dhih ...eueeveeneerereerereeseeseessesseesesse $4.50
KID’S CHEESE BURGER Drics and 4mall dhink ......ceeveveeeeneeereeernenn. $4.65
KID’S GRILLED CHEESE Drics and 4mall dhink ......eeeereeeeereeereesren $4.25
JINES
SIDES
FRENCH FRIES A isfet fUll) ...o.ceovvveveervensrssrssisssassessssssssssssssssnns $1.95
ONION RINGS..........eoerenerieerceecaessssssesssessssessassassassssassassassessasssans $2.55
Pubatitute for French Fries (QAAORAL) .ovvvevriererrrereririeseriseresissesesanne $ 75
TURKEY CHILI With cheddan cheese & diced onion.....Cupp $3.25..... Bowl $5.75
SOUP OF THE DAY Cufo....oovenreerennne $1.95 Bothoeeeeeerersererenne. $2.95

BEVERAGES & FOUNTAINS

SODA POP Coke, Diet Coke, Ppite, Pink Lemonade, Orange, Ruot Beer

(Fnee nefilli. or sodi SRR IR T) corssvivressimmssessssmssxsrmssssmsssssrassnssasins $7.65
MILK Wihkife. o5 Chocoliasle. seinnmmnsmsuonasusprsinamspmsnss s $1.65
COFFEE Sround fresh to. make every pot of coffee the finest anywbere!
Serwed with heavy whipping cream. Regular or decaffeinated .............. $7.65
TER Hol ph Teprd sscissmissssmvsceinempsmmmsnnmsmmsessss s ismss s vessesssssss oo $1.65
HOT CHOCOLATE Yerved with whipped cream - Feasonal ................... $1.65
RICH THICK MILK SHAKES & MALTS Chocolate, Vanilla,

PLrawberry or Oreo. made with premium bhand dipped ice cream ........... $3.95
ROOT BEER FLOAT Uanilla ice-cream & root beeh ......uueueuevervenvnnne $3.95
DESSERTS
)/ MN)YM)

TRAIN CUPCAKES

Homemade cupeake with sprinkles and a train whistle on tofy ..o, $1.75
ICE CREAM SUNDAE Chacolate ar Vanilla. 2 seoaph of aur

premium ice cream, chocolate syrup, and whipped cream .........ueeeeenne. $3.50
Child’s Pundae — ane scoop af aur premium ice-cream,

chocolate syprup and whipped Aeam .....coueceueeruvssiissirsuinseissiissirsinsinnnnn$ .50
O LT i coa s A B B B skl e $1.25
BROWNIES Made grom scrateh with homemade

chocolate Protling on boh cavsmmmammnmmesasarm s $2.50
With two. seoops of vanibla ice cream and chocolate MUy ....ueeeuneeenne.. $4.95
RICE KRISPIE TREAT With chocolate and peanut butter chips .............. s 75

'COFFEE

with HEAVY
WHIPPING
CREAM

The fineat cups of
coffee anyuhere!




